Dog training
Develop skills in training a sequence of successive approximations that success in training behavior 
Just like any other career, dog training requires the trainer to have some skills. Dog training requires some personality skills such as patience, conscientiousness and thoughtfulness. Some of the basic dog handling and training skills are:
· Operant conditioning and training skills
· Basic obedience
· Voice commands
· Positive reinforcement skills
· Persuasiveness
· Reward systems
· Ability to recognize behavioral signals
· Body language skills
· Leadership skills
· Consistency and persistence 
· Excellent communication skills (verbal and nonverbal)
· Training schedule for Charlie 
7.00 a.m. to 8.00 a.m.
· Wake up 
· Moring walk
· Potty trip
· Eat breakfast
· Bonding time 
8:00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m.
· Playtime with Charlie
· Potty trip
10:00 a.m. to 12.00 pm
· Nap time
12:00 p.m. to 1.00 p.m.
· Eat lunch
· Potty trip
1: 00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.
· second nap time 
5:00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.
· Playtime
· Potty trip
· Afternoon walk
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
· Eat dinner
· Bonding time 
· Potty trip
7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
· Relaxation time 
· Quiet playtime
· Potty trip
11:00 p.m.
· Bed time
 Evaluation 
Evaluation will be done after one month and three months respectively. 
In the first month, the dog should be able to respond to the basic commands like come, stay, leave it, sit, down, and settle.  The dog should perfect this after the end of three months. In the first month, the dog should be able to respond to the basic commands like come, stay, leave it, sit, down, and settle.  The dog should perfect this after the end of three months.
Equipment 
Some of the basic tools that I used in training my dog includes:
Clicker: I used a clicker to mark desired behavior both in response to a cue and when it occurs naturally. 
Target stick: I used a target stick to teach my dog basic behaviors like walking nicely on leash or complex tricks like spin or bow. 
Treats: I used treats and rewards to keep my dog motivated. I used meaty treats to reward my dog whenever it followed instructions. 
Mat: a portable mat was helpful in training my dog as it provided a safe space for my dog.
Barrier: I used barriers like crates, pet gates and playpens whenever I wanted to contain my dog in a certain area. For example, in situations like housing training, I used such barriers. 
Leashes: I used leashes especially a waist-clip leash which enabled me to keep my hands free during training sessions. 
Collar: I had a collar for my dog. The collar had my dog’s ID and contact details. The collar was also useful in keeping my dog safe while training in public places and helped me control my dog especially in the early stages of training. 
Communication
Communication with my dog was rather an easy task. I would give cue words to make my dog understand. I developed a culture of repeating cue words so that the dog understands faster. I also used a consistent marker signal which helped communicate to my dog what he did correctly to earn a reward. I used marker signals like “yes” “yep”, and “yeah”. Again, I used hand signals and body gestures to communicate with my dog. I paired verbal cues with body gestures so that the dog would understand body language. I taught the dog basic cues like “sit” and “down” using hand signal rather than verbal cues. I also learned not to scold or raise my voice when training the dog or discouraging it to do something. 
Training procedure
I taught my dog basic verbal cues like sit, come, lie down, and stay. 
Teaching a dog to sit
· Stand in front of the dog holding some food
· Wait for him to sit. Use the verbal cue “yep” and give him the reward
· Step backwards or sideways to encourage him to stand and wait for him to sit.
· Give another reward when they sit.
· Repeat the procedure several times and use the word “sit” right as he begins to sit. 
Teaching the dog to lie down
· Teaching the dog to lie down is similar to teaching him sit
· Start by waiting for the dog to lie down. 
· Capture the behavior by reinforcing your dog with a treat when he lies down. 
· Give the dog his release cue to stand back up and then wait for him to lie down again. 
· When he quickly lies sown after standing up, start saying “down” right before he does so.  
Knowledge of time and patience
Patience and time are some of the skills I taught myself in the course of training my dog. I was patient enough to wait for the dog to learn things. Dog training requires a great deal of patience because it can take a significant amount of time to get a dog to exhibit the behaviors that the trainer wants. 
Handling the dog
I taught myself several skills in handling a dog. These include:
Avoid restraining the dog in a manner that causes fear or panic: I have learned to always handle a dog in a manner that makes the animal feel comfortable and safe. Always handle the dog in way that he is comfortable and at ease. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Avoid shouting at the dog or getting angry easily: I have learned to communicate with my dog in a way that puts him at ease. Avoid shouting at the dog even when he annoys you. Always be gentle to the canine and don’t be rough to it. Be cooperative rather than forcefully and avoid man-handling him. 
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